PAKISTAN POLIO UPDATE

Prime Minister Shahid Khagan Abbasi chaired a
meeting of the National Task Force on Polio Eradi-
cation on 25 August, reaffirming that polio eradica-
tion will remain a priority for Pakistan. Strong gov-
ernment leadership and broad support across Pa-
kistan has led to the best polio epidemiology ever
seen in the country. The number of cases has de-
clined from 306 in 2014 to 54 in 2015, and to 20 in
2016. So far this year, the number of polio cases
reported in Pakistan is five.

The two cases at the start of the year from Lodhran
district in Punjab and from Diamir district in Gilgit
Baltistan were quickly contained through efficient
case responses. The two cases in the polio core res-
ervoirs, one from Killa Abdulla district in Baluch-
istan and one from Gulshan-e-Igbal Town in Kara-
chi, Sindh province, have aggressive plans in place
to contain the poliovirus circulation. The response
to the most recent case from Lakki Marwat district
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, reported in September
2017, is underway with the objective of protecting
other children in the community, and stopping
circulation of the virus.
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While the number of polio cases in Pakistan is at its
historic low, environmental surveillance data shows
that the poliovirus continues to circulate. The pro-
portion of positive environmental samples as of
August 2017 increased compared to August 2016
(10% in 2016 vs.16% in 2017). In particular, the trans-
mission increased in Karachi, the twin cities of
Rawalpindi and Islamabad, and the Quetta block
(Pishin Killa Abdullah and Quetta).

As aresult, the August 2017 polio vaccination cam-
paigns took place in Islamabad, Rawalpindi, Kara-
chi and their adjoining districts. Similarly, cam-
paigns were carried out in Quetta, Pishin and Killa
Abdullah in response to the polio case reported in
June 2017 from Killa Abdullah. The programme, in
preparation for the low season for polio transmis-
sion beginning in September; is also systematically
addressing the needs and responding to challeng-
es identified by the National Emergency Action
Plan (NEAP), focusing on reaching missed children
and continuously improving campaign quality.
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